Immune response to Escherichia coli.
Chickens from a line artifically selected for lew level of plasma corticosterone (LPC) produced higher antibody titers, produced antibody earlier, continued the production of antibody longer, responded to lower dosages of antigen, and had greater body weight gain than those from a line slected for a high level of plasma corticosterone (hpc). the HPC line resisted Escherichia coli challenge and antigen more effectively than the LPC line. It appears that, although the HPC line is more effective in its defense against bacterial infections, the LPC line can be aided more by vaccines.